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Friend in che COUNTRY. 


Dear 8 1 R, 1 bs 10 


HEN laſt in Town, you was 

pleaſed to aſk ſome. Queſtions a- 

bout the preſent Practice of Phyſick 

in London; and remarked, that whatever no- 
table Medicine, or new Method of Practice, 
became as it were a Faſhion in London, it 
ſoon took Place in the Country, and was in 
Vogue, till ſomething new offered; among 
che Former, Mention was made of Oleum 
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Animale, Oleum Anodynum, Tinftura Styp- 
fica, or Eaton's Styptich, Lixivium . Lithon- 
tripticum; Aqua Marina, Magneſia Alba, 
Tar-Water, and Dr. ames's Powder for 
Feuers, and other Inflammatory Diftempers, 
cum multis aliis : And of the Latter, No- 
tice was taken of the certain Cure for the 
Bite of a Mad Dog by Dr. Mead, and the 
preſent Cure of the Itch chiefly with Su/- 
phur, or with external Medicines only, with- 
out any Regard had to the Uſe of Internals, 
whether by way of Preparation or Finiſhing 
the Cure; in ſhort, Specifick Medicines 1. 
and infallible Cures, are the Boaſt, not only 
of Quacks and Mountebanks, but are too 
much recommended and inſiſted upon by 
the moſt knowing and learned Practitioners 
in Phyſick; ſo that, though Hippocrates, 
and his Followers amongſt the Ancients, 
and Sydenbam and his Admirers among the 
Moderns, are much recommended by the . 
Orators of theſe Times, in their Harangues 
to the Publick, as the Fathers of Phyſick, 
and from whom all that is uſeful and ne- 
ceſſary is to be learnt; yet, contrary to the 
known Practice of the Ancients, and the 
Plain-dealing and regular Practice of the 
great Dr. Sydenham, who was fo far from 
having any Faith in Specrficks, or Specrfick 
Methods of Cure, that he honeſtly confeſſed 
he knew of none, and he feared thoſe that 
promis'd ſo much, were as ignorant as him- 


| ſelf; 


5 ; 


U 1 


ſelf; the very Reverſe in the preſent Practice 


is to be obſerved; and it is to be lamented, 


that the noble Art of Phyſick ſhould be fo 


crouded with ſuch - Trifles, as are impoſed 


upon the Credulous, by Empiricks of all 


Kinds; for in almoſt all Diſeaſes theſe 


Things are cried up as if they were divine, 
by ſuch as have made a Trade of theſe 
Trifles, to the great Diſhonour of the Pro- 
feſſion of Phyſick ; and here it may not be 
amiſs to recite a Caſe to the preſent Pur- 

oſe, that, is to ſhew that no one Medicine 
or Method of Cure can anſwer all Pur- 
poſes. - not : 

Dr. Sydenham owns he was ſent for to 
one Mrs. Saltmarſh, whoſe Belly was in- 
credibly big, and he gave her an Ounce of 
Syrup of Buck-thorn before Dinner, as the 


_ Cuſtom was then; it could ſcarce be imagin- 


ed, how much Water ſhe evacuated by 
Stool, and that without any Tumult or 
Faintneſs, which ſo encouraged him, that 
he gave it daily; only, when at any Time 
ſhe was weak, he omitted it for a Day or 
two; and ſo, the Water being gradually 
drained, the Belly daily aſſuaged, and ſhe 
perfectly recovered, He, with the juvenile 
Confidence of an unexperienced Man, verily 


believed he had got a Specifick Medicine 


that would cure any Manner of Dropſy; but 


he found his Miſtake within a few Weeks; 


for ſoon after, he was called to anqther 


Woman 


e 
Woman that had had the ame Diſeaſe, that 
came upon a long Quartan Ague; He 
gave the ſame Syrup, and followed the Diſ- 
caſe by the frequent Repetition of it, and 
by increaſing gradually the Doſe; but ha- 
ving endeavoured in vain to evacuate; the 
Waters, the Purge not working, the Tu- 
mor of the Belly increaſed, and the Sick 
diſmiſſed him, — recovered by the Aſſiſt- 
ance of another Phyſician who preſcribed 
more effectual Remedies: And may that be 
the Caſe of ſelf-confident Practitioners, who 
put their whole Truſt in Specifick Medi- 
cines! And I don't queſtion but this Diſap- 
pointment might. be a Means of ſetting to 
rights that great and good Man in his fu- 


ture Practice. 


A great Stir has been made 5 Simplici 

Medicina, and Fault found with thoſe inartifi- 
cial and irregular Compoſitions, Ther:aca 
 Andromachi, Mithridatium, Philonium Ro- 
manum, &c. which, we are told, the Igno- 
racks of former Tumes had introduced, and 
thereby the Simplicity of Phyſick was loſt, 
and a Wantonneſs in mixing, inlarging, and 
accumulating tookPlace,which, has continued 
even to our Times. To which I ſhall ſub- 
join the following Remark, with ſome other 
Particulars. It were to be wiſhed the Che- 
mick and Galenick Pharmacy could be re- 
duced to one Art; this might be attained, 
by throwing out of each of them the more 


elaborate 


3 
elaborate and perplexed Preparations ; inſo- 
much that the one would ſeem to be almoſt 
loft in the other, from whence would ariſe 
a fingle Profeſſion practicable to every Apo- 
thecary. By theſe Means the Phyſician | 
would be much ſurer of the Virtues of his 
Drugs, as they would be leſs liable to ſuffer 
from the Inexpertneſs of the Operator; 
which Evil Pharmacy will never be thorough- 
ly free from, till it gets rid of thoſe more 
| elaborate Preparations. I do not mean by 
this to vote extenſive Chemiſtry out of Doors; 
for whilſt ſuch Uſes can be made of this 
Art, as may be found in ſome Philoſophical 
Writings, as in Sir IJſaac Newton's 31 Quer. 
and elſewhere, Chemiſtry will never die: 
But in Pharmacy an Abridgement ſeems 
be wanting, and many Inſtances might h. 
brought to this Purpoſe. By the fimpleſt 
Means only, the Manufacture of Drugs 
* can be beſt improved for the Uſe of the Sick, 
| and thereby we may find the Principles of 
each Drug. in the Condition Nature intend- 
ed them; for the ſevere and torturing Method 
of handling Simple Medicines, ſo much prevail- 
ing among the modern Chemiſts and others, 
alters them ſo greatly, from what they were, 
that it is not poſſible to come at ſuch a 
Knowledge of them (by ſuch Means) as 
would enable us to make the neceſſary and 
moſt uſeful Inductions. Perhaps fmt 
Medicines handed down to us ſtrongly re- 
commended, 


1 [8] 
commended,” too frequently: diſappoint the 
Preſcriber, namely becauſe they are prepar- 
ed with too much Art; which was not the 
Manner of the Ancients. The Fraud of the 
Chemiſts is found always to be in Proportion 
to his Ingenuity, which conſiſts in adapting 
all his Preparations to the Buyer's Purſe; 


who, if he cannot purchaſe the Genuine, may 


be ſupplied with one like it; that the 


Roman Ancilia could not reſemble each 


other ſo well as theſe do, and yet none but 


an ingenious Chemiſt can diſcover theſe 


Frauds, or he to whom he pleaſes to reveal 
this Art. Theſe falſe Preparations are ſome- 
times made to appear more agreeable to the 


Eye than the true; by which Artifice the 


falſe is too often preferr'd by the 'unſkilful 
Buyer. Many inſtances might be brought 
to this Purpofe. Thus far the Remark: To 
which I ſhall add, that to me it appears that 
the Ancients, as Compounders of Medi- 
cines, had this chiefly in View in their 
Compoſitions, to obſerve the moſt ſimple 
Method of preparing the particular Drugs, 
whether of Vegetables, Minerals, or Me- 
tals, to be uſed in Phyſick ; and though 
their Compoſitions were unmeaſurable by 
the Number and Variety of their ingredients, 
yet, ſays Dr. Huxham, they have ſtood the 
Teſt of Ages, and are unqueſtionably ex- 
cellent Medicines (when well uſed) though 
there may be ſeveral Things in them tri- 


fling - 


| ET 3 ; 
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fling, both as to Quantity and Quality; and 
from very good Authority we have this 
farther Remark, that the Theriaca Andro- 
| machi is a moſt elaborate and celebrated 
Compoſition, and the Capital Alexiphar- 
mick, not only of our Shops, but thoſe of 
all Europe ; it had for its Author the Perſon 
whoſe Name it bears eminent in his Pro- 
feſſion, and Phyfician to Nero the Emperor. 
From the great Quantities made in that City, 
it has long obtained the Appellation of Venice 
'Treacle, from whence it has been tranſ- 
ported to moſt Parts of the Globe; it is an 
excellent Cordial and Cephalick Medicine, 
being impregnated and enriched with many 
Ingredients for anſwering all Purpoſes of tha! 
Nature; nor does it merit leſs Encomium in 
regard to its Opiate Powers, as nothing of 
this Claſs of Medicine can be given, either 
with greater Safety, or Efficacy, the dan- 
gerous Effects of the narcotick Juices being 
_ admirably well guarded againſt, by the ſtimu- 
lating Qualities of ſome particular Drugs 
that enter into this Compoſition, in all Fevers 
of the low depreſſed Kind; it does Won- 
ders, eſpecially where Sleep is wanting : One 
Scruple, or half aDram,of it on thoſeOccaſions 
given ſucceſſively every ſix or eight Hours, 
(more or leſs, according to Circumſtances, 
Srength and Conſtitution of the Patient,) 
with a ſmall Draught of a Cordial Julep 
ſuitable to the Occaſion, oft procures and 
B . keeps 


1 


to 

keeps up a moſt deſirable Diaphorefis, the 
Forerunner generally of a fortunate Crifis.. 

Bliſtering pretty ſmartly at the ſame Time, 
in this Sort of Fevers, will no ways retard the 
Cure; on the contrary, the ſtimulating Fa- 
culty of thoſe Flies will help to enable: to 
carry on the Circulation, till the morbifick 
Matter chance to be thrown off by regular 
Seeretios. 5 


Dx. Freind remarks, though we cannot 


exactly calculate the Virtues of a Compound 
from the proportional Qualities of the Sim- 


ples,as Alkindus pretended to do, yet till there 


may ſomething reſult from a Mixture, which 


cannot be found in any one of the Ingredients ; 


Mitbridate and the Treacle of Andro- 
machus have been in Uſe for near two thou- 
ſand Years; and ſtill allowed to be good 
Medicines, by the ableſt Judges: And yet, 
were we to examine every Particular, we 


| ſhould probably be at a Loſs, by any Force 


gk Reaſoning, to comprehend why this or 
that Drug ſhould have been made choice 


of, or how it could add to the Efficacy of the 


Medicine. I ſhall here give the Remarks 
of a Foreigner upon V. enice Treacle. 


** Longum 


* See Medulla Medicine Univerſe, or a New Compen- 
dious Diſpenſary, compiled at the Command of his Royal 


Highneſs the Duke. By the King's Phyſicians and Sur- 


geons, the Surgeon-General, and Apothecary-General of the 
Army. x 7 
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* Longum foret de utilitatibus hujus per 
tot ſæcula probatiſſimæ medicinæ ſcribere 
varioſque modos internè, externeve adhi- 
bendi ediſſere, dijudicanda hæc res eſt ex 
communibusMedicinz rationalis doctrinis, 
de uſu anodynorum tempeſtivo. Certe 
quum vehemens Fibrarum Solidarum 
ſtrictura ſpaſmodica liberum & æquabilem 
humorum circulum præcipue turbet, juſ- 
tumque excretionum ſalubrium ſufffami- 
net, aut vario modo corrumpat, pervertat- 
que ſucceſſum, conſentaneum utique eſt 
eam medicinam quæ Spaſmos demulcet, & 
æquabilitatem motus ſic reſtituit, ad Sa- 
lutem plurimum conferre & excretiones 
falutares reſtituere. Quumque Therzaca id 
omnium ſecuriſſimè & certiſſimè efficiat, 


tis, porro effloreſcat quas tuebitur in eorum 
manibus, qui juſto tempore nec temerò nec 
{tmide, adhibebunt, nec omittendum vide- 
tur, quod vix uſibus apta fit recens parata, 
& mininum ſex menſes jam adeptam ad- 
hiberi oporteat, quo vetuſtior eo mititor, 
deprehenditur.“ * | 


Io conclude, Venice Treaclè was of univer- 


fal Uſe and Benefit in the Epidemick Fever 
(in the Year 1713) called the Dunkirk 


B2 Fever; 


Vide Joannis Henrici Schulzii prælectiones de viribus 
& = Medicamentorum, &c. Pag. 374. & 5. Norimbergæ, 
1730. | 


—— 


[ 12 ] 


Fever; inſomuch that, though it was given 
to People of all Ages, and in very large 


Doſes, yet nobody was hurt upon that Ac- 
count; but it was obſerved to be peculiarly 

ecifick i in that particular Diſorder, as was 
ſet forth in a ſmall Pamphlet publiſhed up- 
on that Account, intitled, De Febre Bri- 
tannica, and fince, in many Epidemick Diſ- 


orders, it has done great Service, even in 


the Hands of the common People, but much 
more fo when given with Judgment and 
Diſcretion. 115 

Mitbridate is a noble Medicine, and may 
be given in moſt kind of Fevers, and is more 
efficacious than the Compound Pooder 


Contrayer va, the Bezoardick Powder, and the 
Cordial Confection in preſent Vogue and or- 


dinarily preſcribed in common Practice : It's 


Dole is from one Scruple to one Dram, to 
de repeated as there ſhall be Occaſion, till 
ſome Criſisappears, andthe Diſtemper abates. 


"Philonium Romanum is a warm Opiate, 
calculated for the Relief of thoſe who la- 
bour under any inteſtinal Diſcharges of 


Blood, &c. by qualifying the ſlimy Humours 


whoſe acrimonious Corroding Particles are 
preying upon the Veſſels, and opening their 
znflamed Orifices. It is to be given when 


Bleeding, Vomiting and Rhubarb fails; and 
is to be repeated Fr proper Diſtances, in 
Proportion to the en and Duration of 


the 
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302: 
the Diſorder, -© In colicis affectibus præ- 
i „ cipuam habet dignitatem, doloris enim 
e magnitudo ſæpe totam in ſe curationem 

<« intendit; & in miſeram vitæ deſperatio- 
* nem pleroſque injicit.”” This Medicine is 
no laid aſide; but I am perſuaded it will in 
moſt Caſes anſwer much better than the Phi- 
lonium Londinenſe in the New. Diſpenſatory. 
Expertus loquor. Much more might here 
beurged ip Defence of many old Compo- 
fitions laid aſide to give way to Medicines 


(i formed on a new Plan, according to the 
|. preſent Mode of Citiciſin only, without the 
= hs Experience and Time required for the 


many of theſe are already upon their De- 
_ cline, and new Medicines taking Place, or 
the old ones coming into Uſe again, particu- 


Eſtabliſhment of new Compoſitions; but 


larly Mithridate, 1 1 

Thus unſettled muſt even the Regular 
Practice of Phyſick be, till Phyfcians, Apo- 

thecaries and Surgeons keep to their proper 

Stations in the Management of Patients, and 

not break in one upon another by No/trums 

and Empirical Methods of Cure, whereby 


9 the Art of Phyſick is expoſed to Quackery 
; and Empiriciſm; for, let him be a Phyſician, 
; Apothecary or Surgeon, that pretends to 
$ impoſe upon the Publick any Neſtrum of 


his own, or infallible Cure, in any Diſtem- 


J per, that Man is, ½%½ facto, as arrant a 
2 : | Quack 


— 
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who is well appriſed of the 


2-28 


Quack as even Dr. R——>, or any other 
Empirick. 


—— Mutato nomine, de te 
Fabula narratur.— 


By Experience we find how little there is 
in Noftrums, when they are once made pub- 
lick, whatever pompous Titles they might 
bear, or how much ſoever they might be in 
Vogue ; and are Inſtances of the Knavery 


in thoſe who ſold them, and of the fooliſh 


Credulity in thoſe who bought them. —A 
Man, fays Dr. Freind, who has the leaſt 
Acquaintance with Ph yſick, muſt be ſen- 
ſible, that any vnrnerſa] Remedy muſt be 
a Cheat; and though it be ever fo good 
and valuable a Medicine it ſelf, yet it is ut- 
terly impoſſible it can be equally applicable 
to all Perſons, in all Caſes, and at all Junc- 
tures; and therefore it muſt be determined 
by the Skill of ſome ry 

ature and 
Symptoms of the Diſeaſe, where to give it, 
and where to forbear. We need not go far 
for a Proof of this, we have a convincing 


one, in that great, and perhaps only Specifick, - 
the Bark, which, if uſed indifferently and 


without Judgment, even in intermittingCaſes, 
has a Chance to do as much Hurt as Good. 


Botany 


Botany is at a very low Ebb with 
us: Dr. Sydenham remarked, That it was 
to be lamented that the Nature of Plants 
was no better known to us, which ſeem- 
ed to him the chiefeſt of the Materia 
Medica, and to be likelieſt to afford ſuch 
Remedies as are called Specrficks ; for Parts 
of Animals may ſeem to agree: too much 
with the human Body, and Minerals 4% 


fer too much; upon which Account, he 


confeſſes ; the Minerals anſwer Indications 
more powerfully, than either Things taken 
from Plants and Animals, but not Specifi- 
cally, in the Senſe commonly underſtood. 
But, alas! now it is rare to meet with a 
Practitioner in Phyſick, that knows the firſt 
Principles of Botany, or concerns himſelf 
about. the Knowledge and true Nature of 
Plants ; but leaves all to the Apothecary, or 
(which! is worſe) to the fraudulentHerb-Folks 
that notoriouſly impoſe upon all that truſt 
wholly to them. The Study and Know- 
ledge of the Materia Medica is greatly 
neglected, and Pharmacy is very little un- 
derſtood; in the room of which, Chemi- 


cal Preparations and Noſtrums are our 
chief Study; and though we deſpiſe the 
Capitals in Pharmacy, which have ſtood the 


Teſt of Ages, yet we are credulous to the 
laſt Degree, and put the Whole of our Con- 
fidence in ſome new-fangled Chemical 

Pre paration, 


* 


( 216 ] =_ 
Preparation, which, like a Charm, is to 4 
work a marvellous Cure, we know not how, 
and of whoſe Operation and Effe& we are 
intirely ignorant: And therefore, if im 
per (as it is to be feared is often the ( aſe) 
What muſt be the fate of thePatient expoſed 
to ſuch Chance and Hazard ? But we ought 
to bear in Mind, that the Practice of Phy- 

fick chiefly conſiſts in this, vig. in being 
able to find the genuine Indications, and 
not Remedies to anſwer them; and they 
that have not obſerved this, have inſtructed 3 
Empiricks to imitate Phyſicians. 8 5 

Having done with my Remarks for the 3 
preſent, on ſome particular notable Medi- 
cines, that have had their Run, and now are 
upon their Decline, or moſt of them quite 
. out of Doors, I ſhall now confine myſelf 

1 chiefly to the preſent Method of Cure for 

gz the 1tch, which has been recommended as 7 
. E infallible by three great Men in their Pro- * 
feſſion (and deſervedly ſo) by Externals o. 
ty, without the Uſe if any Tarrogh what- 
ever, as being contrary to all former Me- 
thods of Cure, and the Judgment of the 
moſt experienced Practitioners in Phyſick ; 
and as I take this to be an Affair of Conſe- 
quence, I ſhall ſet forth both Sides of the 
Queſtion, with ſome Remarks. 
I 


* In eo præcipue ſpeclatur medici Sagacitas, ut de morbi 
ingenio acute Judicet > Curationis formulas deſcribere, cu- k 
juſvis fere eſt in Medicina Operarii. Feind. 4 


[391 | 

1 ſhall begin with Dr. Mead, who ſays 
the Itch appears in a reddiſh Roughneſs of 
the Skin, which is ſucceeded by Pimples 
that let out Matter or a ſharp Tchor; and the 
Exulceration is attended with Itching, and 
ſpreads by Contagion : It may juſtly be call- 
ed an Animated Diſeaſe, as owing its Origi- 
nal to ſmall Animals; for there are certain 
Inſects, ſo very ſmall as hardly to be ſeen 


without the Aſſiſtance of a Microſcope, 


which depoſite'their Eggs in the Furrows of 
the Cuticle, as in proper Neſts, where, by 
the Warmth of the Place, they are hatched 
in a ſhort Time, and the young ones coming 
to full Growth, penetrate into the very 
Cutis with their ſharp Heads, and gnaw and 
tear the Fibres; their Bitings cauſe an in- 
tolerable Itching, which brings on a Ne- 
ceſſity of Scratching, whereby the Patient 


is torn and emits a thin Humour, which 


concretes into hard Scabs, while the little 
Worms conſtantly burrowing under the Cu- 
ticle, and laying their Eggs in different 
Places, ſpread the Diſeaſe. Hence the Rea- 
ſon manifeſtly appears, why the Diſeaſe is 
communicated by the Linnen, Wearing- 
Apparel, Gloves, Sc. which were uſed by 
infected Perſons. For the Eggs, which had 

ſtuck to ſoft Subſtances of this Kind, are 
rubbed into the Furrows of the Cuticle, and 


are there hatched and nouriſhed, Now, what 


C 18 
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is of greateſt Moment in this Theory is, that 


the Knowledge of the true Cauſe of the 
Diſeaſe Fd points out the Cure; for 
neither Cathorticks, nor Sweeteners of the 


| Blood are of any Service here; the whole 


Management conſiſts in external Applica- 
cations, in order to deſtroy theſe corroding 
Morms, and this is eaſily effected. Where- 


fore, firſt, let the Patient go into a warm 


Bath, and then let the Parts affected be 
anointed every Day, either with the Oint- 
ment of Sulphur, or the Orntment with Pre- 


E 4 « + 


cipita 
to the. Olfactory Organs, inſtead of which 
a Liniment made of Orange- flowers or red 


Roſes, the Mercurial Red Corraftve, and 
Hogs-lard pounded together, which is of a 


very pleaſant Smell and of Equal Efficacy. 
Thus far Dr. Mead. * 


Now I ſhall proceed to Mr. Freie upon 
the Pruritus, or "Tock, which (he ſays) is a 


Puſtule red by an Inc 227 neft- 


ins under the Cuticula. hoſe — pre- 


zend to have ſeen it by a Microſcope, reſem- 
ble it to a Weavel bred in ſtale Oat-meal, 
und from thence attribute the Frequency of 
the Diſtemper to a certain People, on Ac- 
unt 1 their living more on Oat- meal than 


I, 


x 


* See Dr. Meade Medical Precepts Ee” Cantien,, pi . 
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'of Mercury, which is leſs offenſive 


others 


SSL; 
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others do. This Inſe& gets into the skin, 


where it is moſt ſoft and tender, and there- 
fore moſt frequently between the Fingers, 
at the Bending of the Wriſts, the Bending 


of the Arms, or the Clinching of the Ham, 
or wherever the Cuticle is moſt unctuous; 
for in theſe Parts it gets a Lodgment moſt 


eaſily, till, by Degrees, it finds a Paſſage 


under the Cuticle, and there cauſes that vio- 
lent Itching which occaſions the Patient by 
Scratching to tear off the Top of the Puſ- 
tule, From thence commences a Scab with 


Ulcerations, &c. Internals have nothing to 
do in the Cure; but as it is Local, thoſe Me- 
dicines which will kill Vermin, ſuch as Lice, 


&c. are proper in this; to wit, Mercury, 
Sulphur, Spices, Coculus Indicus, &c. mixed 


in ſome Ointment; and ſome of theſe con- 


ſtantly applied will perform the Cure. 80 


far Mr. Free. * 


I ſhall conclude with Mr. Cheſelden, who 
remarks as follows: Take Hogs-lard, or 


Butter, one Pound; the beſt Brimſtone 


finely powder'd, half a Pound : Mix them, 
and apply the Ointment to the Legs only, 
keeping the Stocking on afterwards ; there 


is no need to purge the Patient, for this 
Ointment operates. only by getting into the 


C2 Blood, 


* See An Efſay on the Art of Healing, by Mr. Freke, 
Surgeon to 87. Bartholomew's Hoſpital, F. R. S. page 30. 
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Blood, which it purges in the fame Manner 
as Mercurial Ointments do; this Medicine 
is not unknown, but I publiſh it for the fake 
of the Poor amongſt. whom this Diſtemper 
moſtly prevails, and often ſpoils their Con- 
 fiitutions, Thus far Mr. Cheſelden, * Z 
Now it appears by the foregoing Account 10 
of the Cure of the Itch, as ſet forth by Dr. 1 
Mead and the two Surgeons, that they 9 
would be underſtood to ſignify, that Tnter- 


nals have nothing at all to do in the Cure, C: 
but as the Itch is Local, the Medicines. be- A 
: forementioned conſtantly applied will per- 1 
form the Cure without any Reſerve or Cau- ; 5 
tion whatſoever; which I take to be a i 


dangerous Doctrine, and if adhered to in all 
Caſes, muſt cauſe an irreparable Damage to 
many Conſtitutions : To ſupport which, out Y 
of many Caſes that have come to my Know- 4 
ledge, I ſhall here relate two, with ſome J 
Remarks of ſome eminent Practitioners to 
the ſame Purpoſe. 0 
I knew a young Gentleman (then lately 9 
come out of the Country) who had been 4 
infected with the Ich; he was of a groſs 3 
Habit of Body, full of Humours, and, N 
fected all over his Body with ulcerous Ex- 
coriations, occaſioned by Scratchings; and 
* | at” 4 


See The Tranfation of Mr. Le Dran's oe of 
Gurgery 


he Fa} 
the Sores diſcharged much. He was told it 
was the 1tch, and adviſed to cure himſelf 


with Brimſtone and Freſh-butter, which 


was accordingly done; the Sores healed very 
ſoon, the Itch diſappeared, and he was 
cured without Internals, or any Evacuations 
whatſoever : But in a little Time after, he 
was ſeized with Eprleptick Fits, which be- 
came ſo obſtinate that they could not be 
removed by the Care and Preſcriptions of 
two of the moſt eminent Phyſicians of 
London now living ; but they told him he 
muſt leave off his Buſineſs and retire into 
the Country, and pronounced him incura- 
ble. I believe the Phyſicians were not ap- 
prized of his having had the Ich lately, and 
the Nature of his Cure, but applied them- 
ſelves to the Cure of the Epileptick Fits by 
the moſt approved Medicines, ſuch as Eva- 


cuations with Bliſters, Valerian Root in large 


Quantities, Caſtor, Volatile Salts, &c. but to 


no good Purpoſe. Finding this to be the 


whole State of the Caſe, I told him, that 
notwithſtanding the Diſappointment he had 
met with, I thought he might be cured of 
his Eprleptick Fits by an Iſue in his Arm: 
The Methad taken was as follows ; Firſt, 
he was blooded, took three common Purges 
with the Infuſion of Sena and Syrup of 
Buck-thorn, and then had an Iſue made in 
his Arm, which run very well, and he had 
but one Epileptick Fit more in a Year after, 

wy and 
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and that a very flight one; and he bleed 
occaſionally, Spring and Fall; and took now 
and then a Doſe of the fame Purging Phy- 
fick, by which Means he was perfectly 
cured. It appeared to me, that the ſud- 
den and haſty Drying up thoſe ulcerous 
Excoriations in moſt Parts of the Body, with 
a very conſiderable Diſcharge from a groſs 
Habit, was the Occafion of his Epzleprick 
Fits. Sulphur is a very great Drier, and uſed 


externally will dry up any Ulcer ſoon; and 


when properly applied, is very good for 
that Purpoſe, and the Cure of the Ich, 
but not to be uſed indifferently and in all 
Age, was infected with an inveterate Itch, 
which had been neglected : She was direct- 
ed to make uſe of a mercurial Ointment as 
infallible in the Cure of the [ch ; it was 
uſed accordingly, and ſhe was cured with- 
out a Salivation; but a Lameneſs enſued from 
the Hips downwards, She was bed-ridden 
ſeveral Years, and could get no Relief; in 
the mean Time ſeveral Parts mortified, and 
afterwards diſcharged much from the Sores; 


ſhe became crooked, and a miſerable Ob- 


jet, but at Length, by the Benefit of Na- 
ture, and the Menſes coming on, ſhe re- 


covered her Limbs and was able to do Buſi- 


neſs. The Miſchiefs ariſing from Quick- 
= 18 [ACE $0 Jilver 


A young Girl, about thirteen Years of 


« 7 


| Regard is to be had to the State of the Bload, 


„ 
filver Gir des, Mercur zal Lotions, and Ont-. 
ments, are very noterious; the terrible Con- 
ſequences of all which have been too often 
experienced, when, applied empirically, 
without due Regard had to Circumſtances, 
and Time of Application ; and I don't 
queſtion but many bad Effects have been 
overlooked and forgot WE ms 

It is a common Obieryation of the lower 
Sort of People, that the Itch often parfors. 
their Blood (as they call it) and that they 
never have been ſo well, as before the In- 
fection; and why? becauſe this Diſtemper 
is generally cured Empirically, without due 
Conſideration had of a proper Method of 
Cure, not by Externais only, but by due 


 Evacuations and Preparatives moſtly neceſſary 


in this Diſorder. I will readily allow, 


- where the Infection is recent, and flight, 


and the Conſtitution good, Externals only 


may, and often have a good Effect, ſo as 


the Conſequence may not be remarkably 
bad, or be obſerved : But what is this to the 
general DoEtrine of the Cure (in Queſtion) 
of all and of the worſe kind of 1zches of long 
Standing, in which there is very often a 
very great Diſcharge of purulent Matter, as 
appears by the Linnen they wear ; and the 
whole Maſs of Blood may be ſuppoſed in 
ſome reſpect to be infected? Surely ſome 


and 
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and not all at once to put a Stop to the 


Diſcharge, and bring on a ſpeedy Cure, 
 withoutanyConcernfor thebadConſequences 

which too often attend ſuch a Cure; of 
which, unqueſtionable Matters of Fact, as 


Well as the Declarations of the moſt ex- 


perienced Practitioners ancient and modern 
do ſet. forth upon this Occaſioͤn. 

And what has been here ſaid upon Ac- 
count of the Iteb, may be applied to the 
Cure of a ſcald Head (eſpecially in Chil- 
dren and tender Conſtitutions) and other 
Eruptions upon the Face, &c. too often 
treated in the aforeſaid Manner. © 

1h come now to give ſome Remarks of the 


moſt experienced Practitioners in the preſent 


Caſe, and here is Subject-matter to be met 
with, that would fill a Pamphlet, or no 
ſmall Book it ſelf; for almoſt all Authors 


of Note, that have occaſionally touched up- 
on this Diſeaſe, the Feh, do abſolutely 


require Internals as well as Externals ; and 


nothing more common, than to meet with 
Obſervations, ſetting forth the great Danger 
of Curing ſore kinds of 1ch, at leaſt, with 


Sulphurecus, Mercurial, or Repellent Appli- 
cations; whereby the Humour 1s too ſud- 


denly checked and thrown back into the 
Blood. And Dr. Heiſter notes, Ut a 
* Scavie intempeſtivè ' propulsa varia ſym- 
* ptomata oriuntur, ut Capitis dolores, diffi 


« lis 
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te cilis reſpiratio, anguſtiæ præcordiorum, 
e febres, Epilepfia, Aſthma,” Ke. 
To begin: The Iich is a Puſtulous Ex- 
ulceration of the Skin, more or leſs moiſt, 
which is generally thought incurable with- 
out the Uſe of Topicks, Hence, neglecting 
all internal Remedies, they forthwith have 
Recourſe to various Sulphureous and Mer- 
curial Liniments, which they apply either 
to. the whole Surface. of the Body, or only 
to the Joints, though frequently with very 
conſiderable Danger both to Life and 
Health; for it is #ever ſafe by Topicks to 
cure external Diſorders proceeding from an , 
Internal cauſe; but as Nature expels the 
Heterogeneous and morbid Matter, the 
Phyſician ought to do the ſame, and never 
counteract the Intentions of Nature, which 
is generally done by External Repellents ap- 
plied. The Cure of theſe Diſorders ought 
not only to be begun; but alſo finiſhed by 
ſuch Internal Medicines, as correct and diſ— 
poſe the peccant Matter to Excretion, and 
at the ſame Time eliminate it; to this Claſs 
of Medicines, not only Dzaphoreticks; 
Emollient and Laxative Infuſions, but 

alſo, if the Itch is inveterate and malig- 
nant, Preparations of Mercury and Anti- 
mony. Then for the better Conſolidation 
of the Skin, and the Reſtitution of its 
Beauty, we may uſe Baths, drying ſulphure- 
us and Saturnine Ointments; which can 
— D _—_ 
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never be uſed without Dan ger, wo 18 N 
from numberleſs practical ervations from 
Hoffman, Heifter, &c. Df. James... 


I ſhall now preſent the Reader with'a ſhort | 


Account of the Hcb from that great Philo- 
ſopher and Phyfician Dr. Willis, via. As 
«© to what concerns the nero rv 
«as the Glandulous Humour m 

te praved ſeveral Ways, ſo efpectally theſe 
« three; and therefore uſtally falls under a 
Coagulative Diſpoſition, with the Serum 
* that is newly poured out of the Blood: 
* Firſt of all, the Blood itſelf being very 


6c impure, and alſo diſſolved, leaves its Cor- . 
eruption and Recrements plentifully i in the 


© Cutaneous Glands, which there aſſuming 


% the Nature of a more corruptive Fer- 


* ment, do variouſly work up and coagu- 
« Jate with other Juices, coming thither, 
te or paſſing that Way, and ſo produce not 
only Itebes, but ſeveral Sorts of Leproſies. 
„Therefore often and conſtant Eating of 
galt Fith, or Fleſh dried in the Smoał or 
* Sun, alſo incongruous Drinks and Poiſons, 
*© do commonly cauſe Cutaneous Eruptions, 
and thoſe oftentimes very horrid ones; 


* Secondly, The Humour gathered in theſe 


* Cutaneous Glands, ſometimes, by meer 
e Stagnation, become not only 1tchy, but 
«© oftentimes corruptive; wherefore not only 


they that have been kept long in Prifons, 


but 


e de- 


£7 


* u 


e mour ef the Skin has contracted | no 
Fault, either from the Blood or from its 
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7 but alſo they that have lived a ſedentary 


_ « Life, and are uſed to Filth, Stench, Slut- 
e tiſhneſs, or Naſtineſs, are obnoxious to 
* theſe Diſcaſes; 1nal 


ich as the Cutaneous 
Liquor being not at all eyentilated, is cor- 


«, rupted by mere Stagnation, and fo ob- 
2 4 the Nature of a putrefying Fer- 


ment; to Which moteover an Addition is 
made by the Blood, in Ake manner de- 
e prayed. hy polluted. 

i. 1 Thirdly, i; — theſe Saales be 
40 wanting, ſo as the Glandulous Hu- 


* own Stagnation, yet it is certain, that the 


e virulent, Infection communicated from 


f* without, does nevertheleſs render it pro- 


„ lifick as to theſe Diſeaſes. This is 
< exceeding manifeſt from vulgar Obſer va- 


te tion, in as much as they that are beſt in 


Health, and have as good a Conſtitution 
as can be, ſcarce ever ſleep without 
Harm in the fame Bed with an Techy 
“ Perſon, or where ſuch Perſon has lain; 
not only ſo; but the Itchy Perſcn' 5 Linnen 
© waſhed with other Men's often imparts 


the Infection; and certainly the Merbid 


Taint of no one Diſeaſe is more eaſily 


and certainly propogated (the Plague on- 
* by Py than this of the Tech, . 


D2_ - "Phi 
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Thus far this Philoſoper and Phyſician. 5 1 
But now J come to his Cure of the Hb.. 
which is moſt to my Purpoſe. W 
Ad Curam quod ſpectat omnes medendi 5 4 ; 
10 intentiones pet remedia tum interna, tum # 
externa, ſimul uſurpata, complicari, aut 
äſaltem intercalari debent, nempe ut ma- 
tc teries morbifica loculis fois excuſſa, in 
5e nullas uſpiam latebras ſecedere & delite- 
ſcere queat, quin ex omni parte intus & 
*© foras per Medicamenta impetita in totum 
* amoveatur ; itaq; Purgantia hanc meden- 
di methodum inchoare ſemper & finire 
ce debent,quanquam Helmontius Pharmaciam 
Catharticam cum magna pompa exagitat, 
& quaſi triumphatam ducit, quia per ſe 
Scabiem non curat, affirmare tamen licet, 
morbum hunc- fine Medicina iſta vix un- 
quam facile, nunquam vero tuto ſana- 
cc ri.“ 1 
Dr. urner ſays, the chief Curatory Indica- 
tions of the Iich conſiſt inamendingtheGlan- 
dulous Humour vitiated, and reducing the 
Skin to its right Temper; which is often ef- 
feed by local Application, or applying Me- 
dicines immediately to the Parts. But before 
theſe take Place, the Blood itſelf, eſpecially its 
depraved ſerous Lutex, if got thereinto, is to 
be freed from its Pollution, by Bleeding, 
Purging and proper Alteratives; being al. 
ways mindful to ſecure the N ervous Liquor 
from 
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| from participating of the Taint, by which 


many r and deadly Diſcaſes of the 
Brain and Noble Parts mY. be, and 
often are occafioned. 

It will, he ſays, be les to give Speck 
mens of the Cure in Hiſtories o particular 
Caſes, every where and all times offering, of 
this Nature ; inſomuch that there is ſcarce 


an old Woman to be found without ſome 


Secret for the Hob, although | what Sort of 
Cures, might be inſtanced in Many that 
have been killed by. curing their Diſtem- | 

er in the Skin, without Heed to the Purg- 


1ng off the malign Humours or Rectifying 


the Dyſcraſy of the Blood; as alſo the 
Fluxes ne e ariſing from their . | 


filver  Girdles and Ointments, to the grea 


Detriment of the ſuffering Patient, and 54 


ſmall Hazard of Life itſelf; Examples of 


which are to be met with i in ſeveral Writers 
upps this ſubject. | 


Dr. Floyer obſerves, That the Itch repell- 
ed, or Ulcers ſtopped up, may occaſiou an 
Afthma, by filling the Blood with too much 
malignant Serofity, and that either flows 
through the Glandules of the Lungs or 
Brain, excites an Efferveſcence in the Hu- 


mours. 


Of the Scald Head, which is by 2 


deemed merely Local, and cured Empiri- 


cally by outward . Applications, I ſhall only 
" 


13 


emark. from Dr. uUrner, in; his Progno: 
8 it is to be —.— 


ration — Continuance; the Streng 
n, if fit to encounter with Remedies 
Rar an it; and the Hazard. to _ Brain 
or other noble Parts, by giving a Check to the 
id Humour, and drying upthe Ulcers. tk 
beſt it is difficult to er — ae 7 
the worſt, dangerous — attempt the Cure, 
unleſs great Care be taken in the mean While 
to rectify the corrupt Juices, and ſecure the 
wage Fluid from any Taint that may hap- 
w Suppreſſion of the Humour Moveſald, 
2 w 


ich many Infants, and Children OA 
„ have, with their Cures, receiy 
x certain Death ; as might be —— — 


55 Multitudes of males taken notice of, 


among others, by Foreſtus, Hercul. Saxon, 
&c. and upon which Account, together 
with the great Trouble of managing, the 
Diſeaſe, Phyſicians and Surgeons regarding 


their Reputation are often ſhy of engaging 


in theſe Undertakings, and the Diſeaſed have 


commonly Recourſe now-a-day, to Empi- 


ricks and old Women. 
In the Cure, however, bY this Diſtem- 


per, Bleeding and repeated Purgation are 


very n neceſſary, to make a general Evacua- 


tion; alſo Bitter and Iſſues, for a particu- 
ö | Far 


vm the Vienlency of the Humour, its Du- 
h of Con- 


5H 
: *: 


481 


lar and coul Derivation of the ſame frotti 
the Head, and for Security of the Brain ard 
nervous yſtem. The PhyficaF Prefcription 
may be the farne with that mentioned if 425 
Itch _ Childrens Scabs. 

gone this far in producing pro x 
Are in behalf of a regular and n 6 
thodical Cure of tlie 7d, ſcall Head, &c; 
as the general Opinion of former Practitio- 
ners both Ancient and Modern, I ſhall make 
further Remarks of my own, and ſo con- 
clude. 


Ie mlt be allowed, that chez las been 
great Difference, in refpect to the particular 
Treatment of the Diſeaſe, as circumſtances, 
have varied but the Doctrine of curing all 
ſorts of Itebes by Externals only, never was 
_ eſtabliſhed, till very lately, by the regular 

Practitioners of Phyſick ; and I can only ac- 
count for this, by ſuppoſing theſe Great 
Men have had bat little Experience of their 
own.in this particular; Autherum vel maxima 
_ celebrium decreta Medica haud ita facile re- 
cipienda ſunt, que non multiplex uſus firma- 
verit. FREIND. For Perſons affected with the 
EHcb, are generally either very poor Objects, 
and can't afford to have the beſt Advice, or if 
they do apply for Advice, are directed to Exter- 
nals only, and very likely, by that Means, the 
Itch may be cured ; but if any bas Conſe- 
quences follow, they are deere or forgot; 

orf 
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or otherwiſe, if Pe le that can pay for good 
Advice catch the lick, they endeavour to con- 
ceal it, make uſe of any Quack Medicine, or 
I empirical Cure, thatare advertiſed asinfall ible; 
and the whole Affair is kept to themſelves ; 
and if an Accident happens afterwards, a Phy- 
ſician will be ſent for, but the Nature and 


Cure of the Hob, which is the chief Cauſe 


of the Malady, is kept from the Knowledge 
of that Phy "Ig and he applies to the Cure 
of a 51 5 Diſeaſe without knowing any 
thing of the original Cauſe. 


The beſt Practitioner in this Caſe ü be 
the Man that has been converſant in the Cure 


of diſeaſed ſubjects in Priſons, Pariſn Work- 
Houſes, and among the Poor that are ac- 
cuſtomed to Sluttiſhneſs and N aſtineſs, who 
are generally affected with the moſt malignant 
and infectious 1zches, which require a judi- 
cious Treatment, according to different Cir- 
cumſtances and Conſtitutions; and no one 
Medicine, whether External or Internal, or 


Method of Cure, can ſuit all Caſes ; which 


| holds good, in my Opinion, in the Cure of 
all Diſeaſes whatever. 
I can't but obſerve, that Dr. Mead and 


Mr. Freke aſſert, that "Animals, or Inſects 4 


are certainly the Occaſion of the Feb, an 
that they have been obſerved byMicroſcopes, 
ſo as to be particularly deſcribed ; and this is, 
to ſhew that the lich is only. a local Eder, 

er; 
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der; deſtroy the Inſects, ſay they; and the 
Work is done; and what ſo proper as Ex- 
ternal Applications that will deſtroy Ver- 
min? and upon that Account, Internal Me- 
dicines mult be wholly needleſs, 
Tbis is a meer Hyporhefis, and no new 
one; for the ſame Animals or Inſects have 
been ſuppoſed to be the Cauſe of the Plague, 
Pox, the ill Effects of the Bite of a Mad 
Dog, and the Ich, &c. and have had for their 
Authors Kircher, Abercromby, Bononius, De 


Sault, Douglaſs, Dr. Mead, and Mr. Preke, 


&c. 


— Sed credat Judæus Apella, 


- 


Et fi pro vero ſemel admitteretur 
* luem Veneream ab animalculis Sanguini 


« innatantibus produci, idem quoque pari 


4 


* 


jure ſentiendum eſſet, non modo de 


ä Peſte, ut olim Athanaſio Kirchero e ſocie- 


e tate Jeſu, ac nuperrime Joanni Saguens ex 
t ordine Minimorum viſum eſt, ſed etiam 
ede Variolis, Hydrophobia, Scabie, licheni- 


- 


bus, cæteriſque affectibus contagioſis, im 


* 


* vero de omnibus Morbis, atque adeo uni- 


“ verſa medicine theoria peſſum itura foret, 
cum nihil quidquam dici poflit, ut pro- 
bent Luem Veneream ab animalculis de- 
pendete, quod perinde non pugnet, valeat- 


cc 
cc 


que ad probandum ab animalculis fimili- 


=” 1 
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< bus, ſed diverſi generis, cæteros quoque 
i morbos deducendos eſſe, quo tamen nihil 


e abſurdius affirmari poſſe, crediderim. — 
ASTRUC, 


But ſu ppoſing, « or allowing, little Animals 
to be found (for as to the main Queſtion, it 
mattereth not) in the Itch; a Doubt may 
ariſe, Whether, in the worſt Caſes the Blood 
be not affected, and ſome Evacuations and 
Preparatives become neceſſary? Which is 
all I argue for. As to my general Method 


of Cure in the 17ch, it is moſtly by Bleed- 


ing, always by Purging, more or leſs, as the 
Caſe may require ; and then, if at a proper 
Seaſon, I dire& the Patient to bathe in the 
Sea, or River Thames; but in the colder 
Seaſons, Bathing in warm Water is effec- 
tual, the Patient uſing a Wafh-ball made 
of Almond Powder, Liquid Soap, &c. with 


which he may rub his Body. (For it is to be 


_ obſerved, that as Nafiineſs is a great Source 

of Infection , fo Cleanlineſs is the greateſt Pre- 
ſervative; which is the true Reaſon, why 
the Poor are moſt obnoxious to Diſaſters of 
this Kind.) In the mean time directing the 
Uſe of Flower of Brimſtone in ſmall Quan- 
tities by mixing with it either Zl, Rhu- 
barb, or Lenitive Electuary ſo as to keep 
the Body open, To 


R Elect. 
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R Ele. Lenit. Iiſs. H. Sulphur. Ziij. r. 
Roſar. ſolut. q. ſ. f. Elect.—Capiat 
quant. nuc. Maſch. bis in die. 


If this does not anſwer to keep the Body 
open, add to each Doſe a few Grains 
el Powder of Jalap for that Purpoſe. 

This Method ſeldom fails; but if ſo, 
Brimſtone and freſh Butter, or Hogslard (as 
directed by Mr. Cheſe/den) may be applied 
to the Parts affected with the 1zch, for about 
a Fortnight: Or a Liniment made with Po- 


matum, (or Hog lard) two Ounces; white Pre- 


cipitate of Mercury, two Drams ; mix for a 


Liniment to be uſed as follows. [But I always 
make uſe of White Precipitate made accor- 


ding to the late Diſpenſatory, and not ac- 


_ cording to the laſt new One, which directs 


the White Corroſive Sublimate in the mak- 
ing, that may happen to be adulterated with 


Arſenick, as tis no uncommon Practice.] I 
ſhall here give Directions, for the Uſe of the 


above Liniment with ſome Particulars, as ſet 


forth lately in the Norimberg Tranſactions, 
or Commercium Literar. Fi 
e Quavis veſpera ſingulis articulis cubi- 
* torum, carporum, &, ubi opus eſt, popli- 
tum, tarſorumque affricatur quantitas cir- 
© citer Avellanæ tepide, vel ad ignem, teg- 


mina & opificia lanea vitanda ſunt; mu- 


* tandi funt poſt ſanationem Veſtitus du- 


tante morbo geſtati.—Damus ſimul, præci- 


E 2 pue 


b — 
po rr : 
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2 pue mane & veſperi Doſin Sulphuris, aut 


maxime ejus Laclis, quo curatio egregie 
* juvatur, prime. viz plerumque expurgan- 
* tur, leniter roborantur glandulæ & vaſa 
: Lymphatica, corriguntur intus latentia 
* mala contagia, & eorum motus ad partes 
© externas determinatur ; ſubjungimus, fanata 
cute aptam laxationem Kara E ee; 
* corrigatur mali fomes remediis ſpecificis, 
& tunc coctus non crudus feliciter expur- 
* gabitur, vel ſponte lecedit. | 


This may ſuffice as to the Method of 
Cure of the Itch in general, and to ſhew 
that it is neceſſary in this, as well as in all 


other Diſeaſes, for the Phyſician to act with 


great Prudence and Circumſpection. It 
may be ſaid this Diſtemper moſtly happens 
to the Poor and Needy, therefore the leſs 
Phyſick the better. Very right: The Me- 


thod of Cure ſhould be ſuited to the Cir- 


cumſtances of the Patient, and whatever is 
done ſhould be abſolutely. neceſſary; but, 


on the other hand, if they are cured Em- 


pirically, and by Externals only, and there 
be great Danger of bad Conſequences (as 
before ſet forth by unqueſtionable Autho- 
rities) who, in common Prudence, would 
run the Hazard of the one, when the other 
may be obtained at ſo eaſy a Rate? This 
may ſeem trifling to ſome that don't give 

| theme : 


SE 
themſelves Time to reflect, but like Quacks 
and Mountebanks, who, if they amuſe the 
common People with preſent miraculous 
Cures, as they are called, give themſelves 
no Concern about future Conſequences, 
which too often end fatally. The common 
Purges I make uſe of have been an Infuſion 
of Sena with Syrup of Roſes or Buckthorn, 
Falap or Rhubarb with Calomel, according 
to Age and Strength, ET 


I know the faſhionable Purge is Manna, 
with or without G/auber's Salt, which have 
had a mighty Run among all ſort of Prac- 
titioners ; but I think them both trifling 
Medicines, no better than Lenitiue Elec- 
tuary, Caſſia, or Sena and Prunes, and ſuch 
like. Manna is (I know not what) a meer 
Manufacture, made different according to 
the ſeveral Parts it comes from, of which 
Magenus . ſays, Plures fingendi Mannæ 
* rationes exponere animi eſſet omnis ne- 
* quitiz intelligentis; and I ſhall here in- 
ſert a Letter upon Manna, publiſhed ſome 
Years ago, which is out of Print, and not 
to be met with, TY 


A LET. 
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L E T T”T E R 


FROM AN 
* in LONDON, 


To HIS 


Friend in the COUNTRY, 


CONCERNING 


MANN 4 


Dear SIR, | 
'L7 HEN laſt in Town, we were 
with our Friend Mr. F. M. who 
© ſhewed us his fine Collection of Drugs, 


e : which was the beſt I ever ſaw, We bad 
| * 


* 


— — > 9 
_— __—_—_ 
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L 40 . 
t had fome Diſcourſe about Manna in pats 
© ticular, and I gave my Opinion upon 
© the ſame, which you ſeemed to approve 
© of; but defired at my Leifure I would 
© write ſome farther Particulars upon that 


© Drug, which you thought might be of 


© uſe to the Publick. And as you promiſed | 
© that I ſhould be nameleſs; I the more rea- 
© dily complied with your Requeſt ; aſſure- 
© ing you, that I have no other View in 


© +. # _ 2 1 ; e 
<this, than coming at the Truth, and en- 


deavouf ing to ſhew how very neceſſary it 
© 1s, we ſhould; be cautious in the Uſe of 


any Drug or Medicine, of which we are 
ignorant what it may be, otherwiſe we 


© are liable to be accounted no better than 


© Quacks. — I have great Reaſon to think 


Manna to be a meer factitious Compoſi- 


4 tion; only to be gueffed at; though, if we 


© may believe Authors of good Credit, we 
* can't much miſs of the Mark,- but may be 
© ſurer what its Compoſition is, than thoſe 
can, that maintain it to be a natural Pro- 
* duction, The moſt prevailing Opinion 
© now is, and what I find has chiefly gained 
* Belief ever ſince that Treatiſe upon Man- 
na, publiſhed by Donatus Antonius Ab 
© Altomari, about the Year 1565, that it is 
* the concreted Saccharine Exudation of a 
Species of the Aſh in Calabria, a Province 
of the Kingdom of Naples, (it being to be 
| proved, 


4 


proved, beyond Lontradiction, that it is 
not a Honey Dew) hardened by the Heat 
* of the Sun. I wont take upon me to ay, 
© there; is no ſuch thing now to be had A- 
* broad 5 but what-I-infaft upon 1 5 that we 
have none of that Kind brought yer to 
aus amongſt the many different ſorts ta be 
bought here. The, Manna we haye in 
England is either imported from Leghorn, 
or ſome Talian Port, and is eſtet | ed the 

« beſt and fineſt, commonly, called Flaky, or 

© Calabrian Manna; or another ſort which 
* is coarſer, and is commonly called the ſe- 
* cond Manna, that is imported from Mar- 
© ſeilles, and has been known to be made at 
© Brianſon, a Town in the Upper Dauphiny 
© in France, and therefore called by Authors 
Manna Brigantina. As to the {talian 
Manna, Authors of good Credit have 
* affured us, that it is nothing elſe but Su- 

* gar and Honey, mixed together with 

* Scammony /. 4. and made into the ſame 

* Shape we have it from thence. The Man- 
ena imported from Marſeilles, and made 
at Brianſon in Dauphiny, a French Phy- 

* ſician of great Note has long ago ayerred 
© to be adulterated with Honey, = and 

the Juice of Tithymals, or Spurge. There- 
fore an Enquiry. into this Affair is of great 
_ © Conſequence, it being ſo generally uſed 
* in all dangerous Diſeaſes, as Fevers of all 


F - Kinds, 


142 J 

* Kinds, Meafles, Small Pox, and Womens 
©Diſorders, we ſhould: be well ſatisfied a- 
but a purging Medicine given in Caſes of 
_ © the greateſt Conſequence, and at the moſt 
* eritical Times; for if Manna be unknown 
to us, or compounded in the Manner 
above related, upon either of thoſe Ac- 
occuntꝭ, it ought not to be uſed fo indifferent- 
y in all the Cafes before recited. Perhaps 
tlie ulgus Medicorum will here object, 
that Manna is known to be a harmleſs 
„Mellicine, and that they have never ob- 

©\erved any bad Effects from it; and there- 
fore, as it is ſafe and ſure, and Experience 
© makes for them, they don't concern them- 
©'felves whether it be natural or factitious; 
<to which 1 have this to anſwer, that Man- 
ng is moſtly given in an Infuſion of Sena, 
purging Waters, or ſome other compound 
Medieme, and then we can't be very par- 
ticular as to its Virtues, but when given 
only diffolved in Gruel, Barley-water, or 
© ſome fimple Decoction, I have often 
© obſerved it to be very uncertain in its 
© Operation, either not working at all, and 
_*©then cauſing Sickneſs at the Stomach, and 
Stipes, or with ſome People it ſhall work 
both upwards and downwards with no 
ſmall Violence; but in weakly People, 
and particular Habits of Body, it general- 
©}; cauſes great Diſorders. Beſides, if Ex- 

FW al * perience 


a 


=_ 7 
© perience and Authority are to be appealed 
© to, I could produce Authors of great. 


Weight that have had their Suſ Ions. 2 | 


7 1 5 uſe it in any of the da 
gerous Caſes before 1 nay, 1 1 
© urged that it ſhould. not be u ſed at a 
! ſhall here give the Words of a ver con- 
© fiderable Writer to my Purpoſe. & Pour 
E Manne elle m'eſt fort ſuſpecte e en cette 
© rencountre (indolore capiti fatroci) & pre- 
ſque toujours: car nous n' en avons point 
© de veritable, & celle que nous avons, 
qu'on nous apporte d' Italie, n'eſt. autre 
© choſe que du Sucre, & du miel meles. en 
* ſemble avec un peu de Scammonee. Dans. 
© 1a Manne de Briangon. il y a. du, Suc de 
« tithymale. & d' eſpurge. Hic &. alibi. 
3 piper,” Tom. I. Lettre Cxii, de 
1 © Monl. Guy Patin, Cologne 2691. ” 


© I ſhall now inſert, the Account that 
! Chriſtopher A Coſta gives of the Compo- 
ſition of a Sort of — uſed in the Eaſt 
7 Indies, and how he found it out. Man- 
* na utebatur medicus quidam Brachmanes, 

© meus familiaris, degens in civitate Cochin, 
l atque fumme a bonitate commendabat 
© negans pretii vilitatem imminuere ejus 
præſtantiam. vilioris ideo pretii æſtimari, 
* quonlam major quam reliquorum- generum 
6 © BUS inveniretur quantitas. Cum vero 
3 com 
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5 cempoſit Tum aliquid mihi videretur, ſufpi- | 
©carr-cepi illum id in ſuis ædibus conficere : A, 
Semiel enim reſcivetam orpnino, Manna 

eum carere, Pee vero ante mihi dixerat 


* ex Ormuz a advehi, paucis tamen 
intetjectis diebus maximam illius recentis | 
© mihi bſtenderat quantitatem, cum & hiems 
. * effet, nultzque naves ultro citroque' navi- 
arent. T 7555 bonus Brachmianes (ac- 
„Teta a me ledtü fide, quod in illis faltem 
Svinciis eum mimi 2 proditurus eſſem) 
Rus et à le corhpo oi, ed quam in Perſia 


<Ibſeryarat; - "Eons, -videlicet;” amylum 


Fn & pint” mannam cujuſ- 
©anque generis, ſed ertim quæ Cala- 
| vir a Laier gf nde & ſe- 
© minis genus viſa dictüm quod ex Ben- 
gala Advehitur,- uodque Lathy ridis grano 
« ſimile eſt (injecco interdum Pine radicis 
5 cujuſdam candidæ lacticiniæ cui nomen 
dante) cum Saccharo, pauxillaque aliqua 
©odorata aqua permiſcebat, ſolique expo- 
1 nebat. Hæc retulit de Manna in Libr. 
" Aromatum, & medicamentorum in Ori- 


9 entali India naſcentium, ep. 1 59 3. 


* 1 think we can 't be at a Loſs how to 

© account for ſo great an Impoſition upon 
J Mankind, having had ſo great a Cheat as 
© Epfom Salt generally prevailing, not only 
: «Kt our felves, but Foreigners, info- 
+ much, 
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* much, that we have ſent more of it abroad 
in one Year, than ever was made of the 
© true genuine Salt in England. This Cheat 
© was kept a Secret a great while, but now 


it js generally known, and what its Com- "i 
*poſition is, which can't be ſo certainly ſaid 1 


of Manna. Beſides, if we do but con- 

© ſider the vaſt Quantities.of Manna yearly. 
imported from Leghorn and Marſeilles, | 
we can't doubt, but that it is a gainful 8 
© Trade carried on Abroad with great Se- 

* crecy. The more unknown a Medicine 

© is, generally ſpeaking, the greater Value 

« we {et upon it; but ſurely it would be 

© better all uriknown factitious Drugs were 

* baniſhed out of our Shops, or however 

* diſcountenanced by the true Profeffors of 

© Phyſick. Theſe are my Thoughts upon 

* Manna, and its Uſe in Phyfick ; which, 

FT queſtion not, will be deemed” odd and 

© particular, being very different from the 
common Opinion had of this Drug: But 
I am ready to produce good Authorities 

* for what T advance, and that this is a 


Matter of Concern to the Public. 


e r 2 26 
London, June 2, With Reſpecr, yours &c: © 
n Rn 
* : 5 N i | ' P, L. 
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A. to Glauber's Salt, it is to be remark-- 

ed, chat ever ſince that notorious 
heat of Epſon Sak (ſuppoſed then to be 
made. only from the Ep/om Waters) took 
place here, and was ſent abroad to moft 
Places in Europe and America, the Uſe of 
Purging Salts of all Kinds have been much 
in Vogue, and has in a great meaſure put 
by the 'Uſe of much more effectual and 
ſafer Purgatives, ſuch as Sena, Rhubarb, 
ale, Ther and Scammony, &c. the Salts 
are ſaid 


re ſaid to be cooling, and a gentle eaſy pur- 
gative, and therefore to be given almoſt 
RA to the very great Prejudice of many. 
brought upon themſelves Fevers of ſeveral. 
Kinds, and very: great Diſorders of the Ste- 
mach and Bowels, as has been obſerved by 


©. 


very able and experienced. Practitioners. — 
Monſieur Deidier, ſpeaking of the Virtues 
of the Purgative Salts in general remarks, 
Je ne conſeillerois jamais de trop inſiſter 
* a ces fortes de Self Purgatifs, parce qu ils 
| * donnent toujours trop de mouvement au 
fang, & ws oduiſent ſouvent chaleurs 
* dentrailes brulantes.” — But to the Mat- 
ter in hand: Here it may be proper to 
expoſe a Male-Practice too well known to 
thoſe ho ſell Medicines, and very little to 
| | thoſe 


_ thoſe that preſcribe them, of ſubſtitating in 
the Place, and under the Name of G/auber's 


| Salt, the Sal Catharticus Amarus, by a 


fraudulent Preparation made to reſemble 
the other.— This Salt was firſt prepared at 
Lymington, vhere the great Quantity of 
Bier, or Solution of the Sa Catbarticus, 
which remained after the Recovery of Sea 
Salt from the Sea Water, enabled theni to 
ſell it, converted into Cryſtals like Glauber's 
Salt, at a very low Price. This Salt was 
at firſt amongſt the Dealers modeſtly called 
by the Name of the Place where it was 
made, but it has ſince” been fo univerſally 
ſold for Glauber's Salt, that it has intirely 
robbed the true one, invented by him, of 
his Name, which is, in Contradiſtin&ion to 
it called now Sal Mirabilis. As this counter- 
feit Kind is much more nauſeous and diſ- 
agreeable to the Stomach, apt to produce 
violent Sickneſs and Gripes, and on many 
Accounts inferior to the true Kind, it is 
extremely fit that all Phyſicians and others 
who are apprized of theſe Facts, ſhould as 
much as poſſible diſcourage the Uſe of it. 
In order to diſcover the Cheat, we are told 
the following Method is infallible, iN. 
let the Salt ſuſpected be diſſolved, and when 
the Solution is become clear and lim pid, 
add to it a ſmall Quantity of a Sohition of 
n of T. artar, or any other Alcaline Salt 
made 


—_— 


[48] 


made clear likewiſe, if no Change happens 
on the Commixture, but the mixt Solution 
continue to be as tranſparent and limpid as 
when ſeparate, it may with Certainty be 
concluded to be the true Glaubers Salt, but 
if a milky Turbidneſs ſucceeds, which will 
afterwards ſubſide in the Form of a Powder, 
it may then be knbwa: to be the , 
N 


1 have, Dear Sir, trelpaſied) upon your 
Pibience a great while, but ſhall conclude 
withi'an Apology' for what has been here 
ſet forth. have with great Concern ob- 
ſerved: in common Practice the very bad 
Effects of an Empirical Cure, and the in- 
diſcriminate Uſe of Mercurial, Sulphureous, 
and other Applications in the Cure of the 
Tech, Scald Head, Cutaneous Eruptions of 
all Kind, Sweaty Hands and Feet, and many 
Diſorders that have been of long ſtanding, 
which do require a particular Conſideration, 
and the beſt Advice, but moſtly fall to the 
Management of the moſt — who 
have no Knowledge of the Diſtemper, but 
immediately apply Externals only, and rely 
upon them indifferently in all Caſes; which 
aver to be a dangerous Practice. — If in 
this Letter J have wrote any thing that 
may in any reſpect give Offence to any 


Particulars, I _—_ declare 1 had no 
bad 


2114 


5 


Ka 
bad Intention, and ſhall 'be very willing to 
retract any thing I have here advanced, if 
it can be made appear, I have been miſta- 
ken in the Matter in hand, or what is here 
delivered is not the General Doctrine of 
former Practitioners at leaſt. I wiſh this 
may be a Means of bringing on a further 
Enquiry into this Affair, and that abler 
HFands may be ſet to work to clear up a 
Matter of ſo much Conſequence to the 


publick Welfare. 
— = Fungar vice. cotis, MORE. 
Exer ipſa ſecandi. 
7 Jam, Dear $ IR, 
March 1, I 
1752. 1 Your's, &c. 


P. S. I here ſend you Dr. Mead's Cer- 
tain Cure for the Bite of a Mad Dog, with 
Remarks, | 


G ACER. 
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A CERTAIN | 
CURE 
| FOR THE 
BITE of a MAD DOG. 


E. T the Patient be blooded at th 


Arm nine or ten Ounces. 


Take of the Herb call'd in Latin Lichen 
cinereus terreſtris, in Engliſh Aſb-colaur d 
Ground Liver wort, clean'd, dry'd, and 
powder d, half an Ounce. 


Of black Pepper powder d, two Drachms. 


Mix theſe well together, and divide the 
Powder into four Doſes, one of which muſt 
be taken every Morning, faſting, for four 
Mornings ſucceſſively, in half a Pint of 
Cow's Milk warm. After theſe four Doſes 
„„ ars 


[ 52] 

are taken, the Patient muſt go into the 
Cold Bath; or a cold Spring or River, every 
Morning faſting, for a Month : He muſt 
be dipt all over, but not ſtay in (with his 
Head above Water) longer than half a Mi- 
nute, if the Water be very cold. After this 
he muſt go in three Times a Week, for a 
Fortnight longer. 


The Licben is a very common Herb, and 
gros generally in ſandy and barren Soils all 
over England, The right Time to gather 
it is in the Months of October, or Novem- 
1 1 . 

N. B. Dipping in the Sea, after the Man- 
ner 1 it is uſually practiſed, is of no Service 
at all. FFF | 


R. Mead. 


—_ REMARKS 
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R E MARKS 


ON 
Dr. ME A Ds 
CERTAIN CURE 


FOR THE 
| Bite oF. a Mad 1 
HE | Hydrophoby 3 is a Diſeaſe ao 


2 ＋ ſurpriſing and terrible in its Symp- 
toms, moſt difficult to comprehend, and 


the moſt. dangerous in its Conſequences; 
in ſhart, to uſe Celſus's Words, Miſerrimum 
oft genus morbi. A certain Method to pre- 
vent ſo great an Evil, (for its Cure, when 
the Hydrophoby comes on, we may de- 
ſpair ever to ſee) and ſuch as we may aſ- 
ſuredly rely upon, is certainly what every 

one 


upon peruſing 


( 54 ] 


one would be glad to know ; for we are-all 
lable to an Accident of this Kind, We 
have had, not long ſince, publiſhed a certain 
Care for the Bite of a Mad Dog, by a Gen- 
tleman deſervedly at the Head of Phyfick : 
But as it is propoſed to the common Peo- 
ple in ſuch a Manner, as that every Perſon 
may be his own Doctor, and therefore no- 
thing more may be thought requiſite to be 
done, Þ have only this to aſk in the Name 
of the. Publick, Whether that be not de- 
ficient, upon account of no Notice being 
taken of what is to be done to the Part 
wounded, or affected with the Bite or 
Slaver. For as I apprehend, without ſpe- 
cial Regard being had to the Management 
of the Wound, all other Methods will be 
very uncertain, if at all to be depended 
upon; but if proper Care be taken of the 
Wound, the Method propoſed by the great 
Dr. Mead ſeems unexceptionable, My 
Reaſons for this Doubt occurred to me 
eruſing and examining the moſt 
_ conſiderable Authors both Ancient and Mo- 
dern, which have taken any Notice of the 
Bite of a Mad Dog; and all, or the moſt 
experienced, do particularly adviſe to draw 
out the Pbiſon by Cupping, Suction, or At- 
tractive Medicines, Sc. Or if the Place be 
neither Nervous nor Tendinous, to cauteriſe 
the Wound with a hot Iron, and to apply 
: | Tt Digeſtives. 


— 
Digeſtives,—I ſhall add, that it feems ne 
ceſſar y to make, Nues O running Sores, 
upon, or very near the ſame Part, and to 
continue them for a Vear, or ſome Months 
at leaſt. If the Wound be at the firſt well 
managed, there needs nothing to be feared ; 


for this ſeems to be the principal Part ne- 2 


ceſſary to the Cure, and I never heard of 
this Method proving ineffectual; but it is 


generally neglected, and too much Confi- 
dence placed in Specificks, which is the 


great Reaſon we hear of ſo many deplora- 
ble Inſtances of its Fatality. As to inter- 
nal Specificks, hitherto aſſerted to be infal- 
lible, I ſhall only obſerve, they have had 
the common Fate of being ſupported by 
great Authorities for a Time, and after- 
wards fallen into Diſuſe and Oblivion, 
As Anonymous, I could better deliver my 
Thoughts with a ſtrict Regard to Truth, 
but I hope have carefully avoided any thing 
that can give Offence to any Perſon what- 
ever: For J abhor the common Practice of 
thoſe that defame and write againſt Par- 
ticulars, (no matter in how gro a Manner, 
ſo that they can be unknown) which is 
what ought to be carefully avoided by a 
Chriſtian ; nay, a good Heathen would be 
aſhamed of it. I ſhall conclude with what 
I have ſomewhere met with concerning 
Galen, worthy our Imitation: Qui nun- 
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